**Abstract**

**Purpose of the study:** The influence of peers\' behavior on the youths\' own behavior through clustering or contagion effects has been suggested to peak during adolescence. The current study aimed to explore whether the youth\'s level of depressive symptoms would be influenced by his/her friend\'s depressive symptoms.

**Methods:** A school-based cohort of 570 ninth graders were included in the current analysis. We used generalized estimating equations to explore the potential associations between the youth\'s depressive symptoms and those of his/her first degree friends.

**Results:** After controlling for gender, body mass index and other covariates, the youth\'s depressive symptoms were associated with his/her friend\'s depressive symptoms, with a 14.3% increase in the youth\'s depressive symptom score by one point increase in the friend\'s depressive symptom score (OR=1.14, 95% CI=1.09, 1.20).

**Conclusion:** The current study suggested the presence of clustering effects in depression among young adolescents. The underlying mechanisms warrant further research.
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